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A WORD FROM
OUR FOUNDER

Helping chi ldren thr ive
is  our  cal l ing .  Seeing
young gi r ls  soar  i s  our
pass ion.

2020 was a disruptive year. COVID-19
permeated all facets of our lives and shook
up what we once thought normal life
looked like. Unfortunately, it claimed the
lives of many loved ones, and shattered the
livelihoods of others left behind. The
pandemic put immense pressure on even
the most prepared economies.

At the start of the pandemic, our hearts
immediately thought of those most
vulnerable, the children. Fielding calls from
our partners in Nigeria, we learned that
many of the children that attended our
2019 SPORT X STEM Camp were out of
school indefinitely. Federally mandated
lockdowns forced school closures in
communities with Inconsistent light and
non-existent broadband connections. This
caused the students in these communities
to miss the final (3rd) term of the 2019-
2020 academic year. When the 7-month
lockdown was finally lifted in October 2020,
parents could no longer afford their
children's school fees after such a long
period without income.

In order to help, we at LGRRG changed the
way we gave in 2020. Instead of hosting
two larger SPORT x STEAM camps, we got
back to basics. To make sure the most
vulnerable were well fed and able to
continue learning.

Through the generousity of our donors, we
sucessfully sent nearly 60 students back to
school for the full 2020-2021 academic
school year. 

I am eternally grateful for our donors and
their continued partnership with LGRRG in
this necessary work.  

IDARA OTU

Founder  & Board Chai r



Let Girls Read, Run, Grow (LGRRG), is a non-profit organization working to support the
development of African adolescent girls through education, athletics and
entrepreneurship. Globally, girls face many challenges that can deter their access to
adequate education and opportunities to grow beyond their circumstances. Due to
forces beyond their control, many lack the support needed to thrive. 

We know that educating girls transforms families, communities, and generations. When
girls participate in athletics, they lead healthier lives both physically and mentally.
Through entrepreneurship, girls gain the skills and knowledge to break the cycle of
poverty and strengthen their communities.

LGRRG is employing a 3-pronged approach to enhance the experiences of girls at the
individual, community, and institutional levels. By creating an enabling environment for
education, developing self-esteem and discipline through athletics, teaching
entrepreneurship and self-sustenance through STEAM projects, we teach girls to make
important contributions to themselves and communities.
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WHO WE ARE
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THE EFFECT OF
COVID-19 

25%
COVID-19 lockdowns
caused household 
incomes to fall by 

leading to a 9% rise 
in the poverty rate

Source: NIH

The closure of Nigerian schools amid the COVID-
19 pandemic has led to more than 50 million
children remaining at home. This exacerbated
previously existing inequalities, and children who
were already most at risk of being excluded
from a quality education have been most
affected
Source: UNICEF
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Education Is Not Free
Many children received no education after
schools closed across the continent in March
2020. Parents are burdened by costs associated
with trying to continue educating their children
during school closures 

Girls Are Disproportionately Negatively
Affected
Girls are often expected to take on childcare
responsibilities and household chores

A Digital Divide: Limited Access to
Technologies
The COVID-19 pandemic revolutionized digital
and online education globally, but kids in
underserved communities in Nigeria are being
left behind as they are not equipped with the
necessary tools for distance learning
Source: World Economic Forum



57
academic
scholarships
granted for the
2020-2021
academic year 

100lbs
of educational

materials & school
supplies distributed to

orphaned youth

50+
individuals fed across

two orphanages in
Nigeria for several

months

20
athletic balls distributed

to basketball and
soccer sports teams

OUR IMPACT
IN NUMBERS

40 pairs
of athletic shoes

distributed to 40 student-
athletes; donated by 
 professional athletes
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With a desire to make an impact but limited
in ways to do it, we turned our focus to the
communities that needed us the most -
children
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Elizabeth Temituro
10th Grade, Topfield

Academy

OUR IMPACT
IN WORDS
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Damilola  Gbenusola
10th Grade, Topfield

Academy

OUR IMPACT
IN WORDS
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CHRISTMAS AT THE
ORPHANAGE
We spent Christmas 2020 at two orphanages, the Motherless Babies Home
- Onna LGA, and the Spreading Love Mission Orphanage Home -
Ukanafun LGA, in Nigeria. There we shared food supplies, school supplies,
and, joy
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